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Don’t forget your pets!
Pets often are very 
upset with change so 
make sure you maintain 
your pet’s daily routine 
right up until moving 
day to minimize stress.

8 TIPS TO MAKE YOUR 
RELOCATION EASIER
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IF YOU’RE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF RELOCATING 
to a new community you probably have many questions. It can be hard to know where to begin.  I myself have 
lived in 8 different states and 18 different cities.  Some moves were easier than others and surprisingly, some of 
the easiest ones were cross country moves.  That's why I've compiled a short list of tips that can help you 
remember key steps to a successful relocation. 

Tip#1: Start Early  
While time constraints are often beyond your control, 
it's critical to get the ball rolling as soon as you 
become aware of the future move. If you currently 
own a home, you should begin the selling process. If 
renting, you need to check with your landlord 
regarding the status of your lease and potential 
penalties you may incur by moving. And of course 
you will need to look for a home in your new city. It 
might be more appropriate to search for a rental 
before committing to the purchase of a home. This 
does mean an extra move 6-12 months down the 
road but allows you to get to know your new town 
and the various neighborhoods.  A trained real estate 
professional can be of great assistance in all of these 
areas. 


Tip#2: Clear Clutter  
Arrange a garage sale, give unwanted items to 
friends, or donate them to charity. Start organizing for 
your move and purchase boxes and other moving 
supplies.  I cannot tell you the number of times we 
moved and THEN had a yard sale.  This makes no 
sense!  Why pay to move the stuff you no longer 
want or need?  Get rid of if first, especially if you 
know you'll be moving to a smaller home.


Tip#3: Details, Details, Details  
File change of address forms and make the 
necessary arrangements for your children at school. 
Call all your utility companies and schedule the 
cancellation of service for at least 1-2 days after your 
planned move date. This way you can come back the 
next day and clean, if necessary, without worrying 
that the water and power have already been turned 

Let’s face it - 
moving is a 

thankless job.  Here 
are a few tips to 
make it easier.
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off.  Your Realtor in your new town can help 
get you phone numbers for all the new utility 
companies. 

Tip#4: Pick the Right Moving 
Company  
Decide how much involvement you need from 
your moving company (packing, unpacking, etc.) 
and investigate moving companies. Your real 
estate agent can provide suggestions. Get a full 
estimate and ask the moving company 
representative any questions you may have. 
Consider the benefits of moving insurance and 
check with your insurance provider to see what 
protection they recommend.  If you're doing 
some (or all) of the packing yourself, make a 
box called a Parts Box.  In this box go the 
screws to your bed frame (in a labeled plastic 
bag), the kids' beds, other major pieces of 
furniture, a hammer, screwdriver, allen wrench, 
scissors and tape, toilet paper, paper towels, 
cleaner in a spray bottle, and maybe a snack or 
two.  This box is last to go on the moving truck 
and first off.  This makes your day unloading the 
truck 100 times easier.  Trust me on this!!!


Tip#5: Don't Forget the Kids  
Moving can be very hard on your children, but 
there are steps you can take to help alleviate 
your children's fears. Communicate with them 
as to exactly what's going on, and get them 
involved in the moving process and the search 
for a new home. If they have a favorite toy, let 
them take it in the car or on the plane. Take 
them to their new school and give them a tour.  I 

have found it really helpful to introduce my 
daughter to other kids the day we visit the 
new school since she's rather shy at first. 
 This way on day 1 she already knows a 
few faces.


Tip#6: Moving Your Pet 
Maintain your pet's daily routine 
until the day of the move. Take your 
pet for a routine veterinary 
appointment and obtain all necessary 
records. Moving by car is the least 
upsetting for the animal, but if flying is the only 
option be sure to plan early. Space for pets on 
commercial airliners is often limited. You may 
wish to consider a pet transportation service, 
which can greatly help your pet with the 
transition.  On our last move my husband drove 
cross country in the motorhome with our dog.  It 
literally made her physically ill.  Dogs are more 
susceptible to stress than we often realize.


Tip#7: What About Your Car(s)? 
Your moving company may be able to 
accommodate your car, but it can be costly 
given the fact that most general moving 
companies charge based on gross weight. There 
are companies that specialize in car shipping. 
Other services can have your car driven to its 
destination. Check with your auto insurance 
company about coverage during transport. 


Tip#8: Get Settled 
Make a move-in shopping list, check all smoke 
and security alarms, set up utilities, and start 
unpacking!
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There you have it! 

These are just a few pointers to 
help you organize your relocation. 
My website has additional 
resources available, and I'd be 
happy to help you with any and all 

aspects of your relocation.	
	              Please call me at 
(404) 855-1807 and let me know 
how I can be of assistance. 

Karin Carr, Keller Williams 
• Mobile:  404-855-1807

• karincarr@me.com

• NorthernAtlantaDreamHomes.com

• www.Facebook.com/

NorthernAtlantaRealEstate


Don’t forget 
to make a 

“Parts Box”

mailto:karincarr@remax.net
http://northernatlantadreamhomes.com
http://www.Facebook.com/HiltonHeadHomesforSale
mailto:karincarr@remax.net
http://northernatlantadreamhomes.com
http://www.Facebook.com/HiltonHeadHomesforSale

